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Over the past few decades, the occurrence of anthropogenic pollutants, such as dioxins
and PCBs in the environment is of great concern due to their persistent and long-range
transportable nature as well as toxic biological effects. In recent years, public concern
about the environmental occurrence of pharmaceuticals and personal care products .
(PPCPs) has been increasing. However, little is known about the levels, behavior, and ~ Figure 1
potential effects of PPCPs as well as their degradation products. whale.
Based on these background, we have analyzed several persistent organic pollutants
including PPCPs, such as antibiotics, synthetic musks, and UV filters in air, water,
sediment and wildlife in the marine environment to understand their contamination,
distribution, and fate in the ecosystems.

Collecting samples from a stranded

Figure 2 Temporal trend of synthetic musk
(HHCB) concentrations in marine mammals
collected from Japanese coastal waters.
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